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Letter from the Executive Board

 
In the words of Albert Einstein, “As long as there are nations possessing
great power, war is inevitable.” This quote is repeatedly proven true
every passing day in 2026.

Greetings, delegates! We are delighted to invite you to the fourteenth
edition of the Scottish Model United Nations, Powai. At SMUN, we are
dedicated to ensuring you enjoy the art of diplomacy while also
learning lessons along the way. At the UNGA ESS, we will ensure that
you enjoy the fiery speeches along with the constructive debate (with
lengthy paperwork on the journey!). With its continuous crisis updates
and quick-paced debate on current affairs, the UNGA ESS promises to be
one of the most riveting and immersive committees this year.

As your Executive Board, it is imperative that we warn you about what
you have signed up for. Delegates, buckle up your seatbelts as you are
taken through the stormy clouds of debate, lightning- fast rebuttals,
tempestuous speeches, turbulent caucuses, and thundering crisis
updates. Be prepared to face controversy with resolute diplomacy and
quick-thinking, to engage in debate and face opposition calmly yet
determinedly, to logically deconstruct your opposition, and, in the
heat of the debate, still find a way to conquer the day, all while
charting the landscape of war, truth, and peace. Welcome to the
United Nations General Assembly Emergency Special Session (UNGA ESS).
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This year, the UNGA ESS has convened to deal with a matter of global
importance- the situation in Iran and its implications on global peace and

security. The Iran-USA-Israel War can only be described as one of the defining
wars of this century. In this clash of titans, many matters have been revealed
to the world. This conflict reflects how ideology, nationalism, and security

concerns continue to shape international relations despite globalization,
revealing a world order that is increasingly unstable, competitive, and

become
international issues because of globalization, energy dependence, military

alliances, and economic interconnections. It has revealed much about how
nations and superpowers view each other- as allies, enemies, or collateral.

With this topic on your hands, you will be plunged head-first into the deep
waters of deliberation upon the truth, the power of diplomacy, the art of war,

and the compelling force of shared humanity.

divided. It demonstrates how regional wars can quickly 

You will be acting as delegates for your assigned nations, with the
responsibility of your nation on your shoulders. The responsibility towards
your nation will weigh down heavily when your nation is pushed against a
rock and mountain side; however, you must utilise your diplomatic powers
and stirring speeches to find your way out. Stick to your nation’s foreign
policies, uphold their ideologies, hold your head high, while rising above
adversity and asserting your dominance over every situation, and victory
will await you.

Brace yourself for one of the best MUN committees you will have ever
attended, and let the debate fuel your spirit, while you fuel the debate’s fire.

Delegates, the stage is set. The spotlight is trained on you. We are ready. Are
you?

You have the floor.

Regards,
The Executive Board
UNGA ESS
SMUN Powai 2026

Chairperson- Vihaan.Krishnan.Menon (+91 99873 67303)
Vice-Chairperson- Paarth Nirvan (+91 97697 81514)
Moderator- Manasvi Iyer (+91 76684 38277)
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Mandate and Procedure
 

 INTRODUCTION TO THE COMMITTEE
 

 

Typically, the Assembly hears from the country or
countries of concern, after which Member States
debate the issue and vote on a draft resolution.
Context of the Current Session

 

UNMember States can requestthe Assembly President to convene such a
session, with a view to making appropriate recommendations for
collective measures. This includes:

Calling for immediate ceasefires and other necessary actions.
As a last resort, recommending the use of armed force when necessary
in cases ofa breachof thepeace or act of aggression.

ThisEmergency Special Session has been convenedfollowing theSecurity
Council deadlock on April 2nd, 2026, where a resolution aimed at de-
escalating the situation in the Persian Gulf was vetoed.
The agenda—"The situation in Iran and its implications on global peace
and security"—comes at a critical juncture defined by three escalating
pillars:

Maritime Security: The near-total closure of the Strait of Hormuz has
disrupted 20% of the world’s oil supply, threatening a global energy c
ollapse.
Regional Instability: Rapid military escalations involving both state
actors and non-state proxies have brought the Middle East to the
brink of a "wider war."

TheUnited NationsGeneralAssembly(UNGA),particularly under its
Emergency Special Sessions (ESS) mechanism, plays a crucial role in
maintaining international peace and security when the Security Council
is unable to act. This authority stems from the landmark resolution
United Nations General Assembly Resolution 377A (Uniting for Peace). 
When the UN Security Council is deadlocked, i.e when one of the five
permanent Council members (China, France, Russia, United Kingdom, United
States) uses their UN Charter-mandated veto power to quash a related
draft resolution, and fails to exercise its primary responsibility to
maintain international peace and security, the General Assembly can
considerthe matterimmediately in an emergency special session.
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While the United Nations General Assembly is traditionally known for its
structured, formal flow and focus on long-term policy, this Emergency
Special Session (ESS) will operate with a significantly heightened level of
urgency. Because this committee is responding directly to an active, volatile
deadlock and an unfolding crisis in the Persian Gulf, delegates must
approach the simulation with the following structural mechanics in mind:

The primary mandate of this Emergency Special Session is to resolve the
legislative vacuum left by the Security Council's deadlock and aggressively
address the collapsing stability of the Persian Gulf. Committee deliberations
and subsequent resolutions must focus on four precise operational areas:

De-escalation and Proxy Frameworks: Establishing immediate, enforceable
ceasefire frameworks between regional state actors. Delegates must
construct diplomatic communication corridors to directly neutralize
active non-state proxy networks, halting the asymmetric military
escalations driving the region toward a wider war.
Securing Global Energy Corridors: Formulating multilateral
enforcement mechanisms to restore freedom of navigation through the
Strait of Hormuz. Resolutions must address the catastrophic halt of
shipping traffic—which plummeted to just 4 daily ship transits by March
2026—and implement stabilization strategies for volatile global energy
markets coping with a 20% disruption to the global trade of crude oil
and liquefied natural gas (LNG).
Mitigating Systemic Economic Shocks: Developing international trade
hyper-
inflationary ripple effects of the blockade. This includes managing the
soaring costs of war-risk shipping insurance, stabilizing fluctuating
currency exchange rates, and securing the supply lines for West Asian
fertilizer and petrochemical exports critical to global agriculture.
Coordinating Large-Scale Humanitarian Relief: Designing targeted
intervention and logistical strategies to manage the mass displacement
of thousands of civilians escaping internal instability. The committee
must establish unhindered, UN-monitored air and land corridors to
deliver medical, food, and emergency shelter aid, ensuring humanitarian
access completely independent of blocked maritime routes.

protections to insulate vulnerable economies from the 

Humanitarian Urgency: Reports of internal instability and the
displacement of thousands in the region require an immediate,
coordinated UN response that the Security Council could not provide.

 Focus of the Committee

Nature of the Simulation
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A Specialized Plenary Flow: Unlike standard GA committees that navigate
broad, pre-planned agendas over months, an ESS is hyper-focused on a single,
immediate threat. The debate will shift rapidly between formal statements
and intensive informal consultations (unmoderated caucuses) to mirror
the high-stakes diplomacy occurring in New York.
Crisis-Adjacent Dynamics: Although this is a parliamentary legislative body
and not a continuous crisis committee, the Secretariat will expect delegates
to respond dynamically to the evolving real-time geopolitical variables
presented in this guide. The debate must remain flexible as maritime,
economic, and humanitarian conditions fluctuate.
The Threshold for Action: In a standard committee, a simple majority is often
enough to pass procedural and substantive items. However, because this
session deals directly with maintenance of international peace and
security under the Uniting for Peace mandate, passing a comprehensive
draft resolution will require a two-thirds majority of members present and
voting. Collaboration and massive coalition-building are mandatory for
success.
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IMPORTANT TERMS AND TREATIES
 Important Treaties

 (i)Treaty on theNon-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT)

The NPT is a landmark international treaty whose objective is to
prevent the spread of nuclear weapons and weapons technology, to
promote cooperation in the peaceful uses of nuclear energy and to
further the goal of achieving nuclear disarmament and general
and complete disarmament.The Treaty represents the only binding
commitment in a multilateral treaty to the goal of disarmament by
the nuclear-weapon States.
The NPT’s grand bargain rests on three pillars:
Nonproliferation, the peaceful use of nuclear energy, and
disarmament.
Nonproliferation: Under Article I of the NPT, nuclear- weapon states
pledge not to transfer nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive
devices to any recipient or in any way assist, encourage or induce
any non-nuclear-weapon state in the manufacture or acquisition
of a nuclear weapon.Under Article II of the NPT, non-nuclear-
weapon states pledge not to acquire or exercise control over
nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices and not to
seek or receive assistance in the manufacture of such devices.Under
Article III of the Treaty, non-nuclear-weapon states pledge to
accept IAEA safeguards to verify that their nuclear activities serve
only peaceful purposes.
Peaceful Uses: NPT Article IV acknowledges the right of all Parties
to develop nuclear energy for peaceful purposes and to benefit
from international cooperation in this area, in conformity with
their nonproliferation obligations. ArticleIV also encourages such
c ooperation.
Disarmament: Under Article VI of the NPT, all Parties undertake to
pursue good-faith negotiations on effective measures relating to
cessation of the nuclear arms race, to nuclear disarmament, and to
general and complete disarmament.
(disarmament.unoda.org, 2009-2017.state.gov)
(ii) Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)

The Iran nuclear agreement, formally known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), is a landmark accord
reached between Iran and several world powers, including the
United States, in July 2015. Under its terms, Iran agreed to dismantle
much of its nuclear program and open its facilities to more
extensive international inspections in exchange for 
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billions of dollars’ worth of sanctions relief. It was implemented on 16 January
2016 after the IAEA reported that Iran had made the necessary changes to its
nuclear programme and granted the IAEA the access necessary to verify the
agreement.
Collapse of the JCPOA:
In 2018, the United States unilaterally withdrew from the Iran nuclear deal.
Despite periodic attempts to revive the deal since then, Iran accelerated its
uranium enrichment, limited inspector access to its nuclear facilities and
moved closer to developing a nuclear weapon than before the deal. 
In view of Iran’s non-compliance with its commitments under the JCPOA, on 28
September 2025, the UN Security Council decided to reimpose all the sanctions
that had been lifted in 2016. That reactivation concluded the snapback process
initiated on 28 August 2025 by France, Germany, and the United Kingdom.
(cfr.org, armscontrol.org, securitycouncilreport.org )

(iii) UN Charter - Article 2(4) and Article 51

Article 2(4):

Article 2(4) of the UN Charter is a foundational principle of modern
international law. It prohibits member states from using or threatening military
force against the territorial integrity or political independence of any other
state.
(legal.un.org) 
Article 51:

Nothing in the present Charter shall impair the inherent right of individual or
collective self-defence if an armed attack occurs against a Member of the
United Nations, until the Security Council has taken measures necessary to
maintain international peace and security. Measures taken by Members in the
exercise of this right of self-defence shall be immediately reported to the
Security Council and shall not in any way affect the authority and
responsibility of the Security Council under the present Charter to take at any
time such action as it deems necessary in order to maintain or restore
international peace and security.
( un.org )
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Important Terms
(i) Sovereignty v/s Responsibility to Protect (R2P)

 Sovereigntyis the supreme authority of a state to govern its
territory and population without external interference. It
grants a state complete independence, territorial integrity, and
the right of non-interference from other nations. 
Responsibility to protect is an international principal stating
that every state has a responsibility to protect its population
from genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against
humanity and that the international community should take
collective action if a state fails to do so. 
The three pillars of R2P are:
Pillar 1: Every state has the Responsibility to Protect its
populations from four mass atrocity crimes: genocide, war crimes,
crimes against humanity and ethnic cleansing. 
Pillar 2: The wider international community has the responsibility
to encourage and assist individual states in meeting that
responsibility
Pillar 3: If a state is manifestly failing to protect its populations,
take
appropriate collective action, in a timely and decisive manner
and in accordance with the UN Charter.

the international community must be prepared to 

(ii) Axis of Resistance: Iran’s term for its network of ideologically
aligned, materially supported non-state armed groups, including
Hezbollah (Lebanon), Houthi/Ansar Allah (Yemen), Palestinian
Islamic Jihad, Hamas (Gaza), and various Iraqi militia factions
under the Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF). Coordinated by the
IRGC Quds Force, this network constitutes Iran’s primary
instrument of regional power projection and asymmetric
deterrence
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(iii) Proxy Warfare: 
Aconflict whereopposingpowers use third parties as substitutes for fighting
each other directly.

(v) Operation Epic Fury: 
Thename givento thejoint US–Israeli strikes launched on 28 February 2026,
targeting Iranian military infrastructure, ballistic missile facilities, naval
assets, and nuclear sites, and resulting in the killing of Supreme Leader Ali
Khamenei and other senior officials.

(iv) Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC):
 Abranch ofIran’smilitaryestablished after the 1979 Islamic Revolution, distinct
from the conventional armed forces. The IRGC’s Quds Force is responsible for
extraterritorial operations, including the funding, training, and arming of Iran’s
proxy network across the Middle East. The IRGC has been designated a Foreign
Terrorist Organisation by the United States since 2019.
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The 'Situation in Iran'
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE AGENDA
Overview of the Emergency Special Session

 

AsofApril2026,the 'situation in Iran' has escalated into a high-intensity
conflict that threatens to reshape the global geopolitical landscape. The
region is currently gripped by a convergence of critical instabilities:

Military Confrontation: Following months of rising tensions, the
outbreak of major hostilities in early 2026 has led to large-scale military
operations involving precision airstrikes, ballistic missile exchanges, and
widespread asymmetric drone warfare.
Nuclear Ambiguity: The collapse of established monitoring protocols
and the expulsion of international inspectors have led to grave
concerns regarding rapid uranium enrichment spikes toward weapons-
grade threshold (90% U-235), pushing the threat of proliferation to a
critical breaking point. 
Maritime Blockade: The ongoing volatility in the Strait of Hormuz—a
vital artery through which 20% of global petroleum flows—has severely
restricted maritime passage, causing shipping transits to plummet and
sending immediate economic shocks through international markets.
Internal Crisis and Power Vacuum: Significant shifts in Iran's domestic
socio-political landscape, combined with the loss of key leadership
figures, have created an unpredictable environment that directly
influences its external diplomatic and military posturing.

TheUnited Nations General Assembly (UNGA) at SMUN 2026 has been
convened for this Emergency Special Session (ESS) under the landmark
Resolution 377 A (V), popularly known as "Uniting for Peace." This procedural
mechanism is triggered only when the Security Council is rendered
paralyzed by a lack of unanimity among its five permanent members (P5). With
the Council currently deadlocked and unable to exercise its primary
responsibility for the maintenance of international security, the General
Assembly assumes the authority to recommend collective measures to
restore global order andsafeguard the UN Charter.
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Systemic Friction Points of the Crisis
 

 

The Weaponization of Chokepoints: 

 

The Verification vs. Sovereignty Paradox:
 

Tolook past day-to-day military updates, delegates must evaluate the
underlying structural friction points that historically govern
conflict in the Persian Gulf:

 The ongoing nuclearopacity intheregion stemsfroma fundamental
dispute over international oversight. While international bodies like
the IAEA view unhindered, snap inspections as a mandatory
requirement for global non-proliferation, host nations often
interpret aggressive, continuous monitoring frameworks as an
invasive infringement on their national sovereignty and military
confidentiality.

Thegeographyofthe MiddleEast meansthat global economic stability is
physically tied to narrow maritime corridors. The Strait of Hormuz has
historically been utilized as a tool of strategic leverage. When
economic sanctions or diplomatic isolation isolate regional powers,
the threat of maritime interdiction, mining sea lanes, or harassing
commercial shipping is leveraged to force international
interventionandtrade concessions.

The Doctrine of Strategic Depth and Proxies:
  Fordecades,regionaldefense strategies have reliedheavily on

asymmetric warfare. Rather than engaging in direct conventional
military conflicts, states have projected power externally through
ideologically aligned non-state actors. Understanding the command-
and-control relationship, financial pipelines, and political autonomy
of these proxy networks is essential, as a conventional ceasefire between
nation-states may not automatically stop proxy operations

on theground.
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Precedent: Previous Cases and Results
 

Global Peace and Security: The Macro-Impact
 History teaches us that majorwars—particularly in theMiddle East—are

rarely contained within geographic borders. As the conflict
intensifies this April, the resulting "spillover effect" compromises
global peace and security in three primary ways:

Economic Destabilization: The current warfare has disrupted global
supply chains and energy routes. This has led to hyperinflation in
fuel and food prices, disproportionately affecting the most
vulnerable developing nations and threatening a global economic
recession.
Humanitarian Crises: The scale of the conflict has triggered mass
displacement both internally and across borders. This puts
unprecedented pressure on international aid systems and creates a
humanitarian emergency that the current global infrastructure is
struggling to contain.
Realignment of Alliances: The intensity of the situation in Iran is
forcing a global "bloc-style" realignment. This polarization risks
dismantling decades of multilateral cooperation, arms control
treaties, and diplomatic norms, potentially leading to a wider,
systemic breakdown of the international legal order.

The"UnitingforPeace"frameworkhas historically served as the
international community's final recourse when the Security Council
reaches a stalemate. Delegates should study these precedents to
understand the scope of this committee’s power:

The Suez Crisis (1956): After British and French vetoes paralyzed the
Council, the first-ever ESS was convened. It resulted in the creation
of the first United Nations Emergency Force (UNEF I), proving the
Assembly’s ability to deploy "Blue Helmets" to oversee the cessation of
hostilities when the P5 could not agree.
The Hungarian Revolution (1956): Triggered by a Soviet veto, the
Assembly bypassed the Council to demand the withdrawal of foreign
troops and established an international commission to investigate
the intervention.
The Situation in Ukraine (2022–Present): Most recently, the 11th ESS was
triggered following a deadlock regarding territorial integrity.
This led to a series of Assembly resolutions that provided the legal
and moral framework for international condemnation, sanctions,
and humanitarian support, bypassing the stalled Security Council.

14



Focus of the Agenda
 

TIMELINE OF EVENTS

Committee Date: April 7, 2026
Freeze Date: April 6, 2026

The Structural Foundation: Geopolitical Precursors
 

Todebatethis agendaeffectively, delegates must view the crisis through three
distinct lenses:

1.The Legal Dimension: Balancing the sovereignty of a member state against
the international community's right to intervene via Resolution 377A when
global security collapses.
2.The Chokepoint Economy: Decoupling regional military hostilities from
global trade security, specifically ensuring that international waters
remain open regardless of territorial conflicts.
3.The Proxy Network: Deciphering the relationship between state orders and
non-state execution to find a diplomatic off-ramp that all parties will
adhere to.

To understand therapid escalationof2025–2026,delegates must tracethe deep-
seated, systemic conflicts that transformed the Persian Gulf into a tinderbox over
the preceding decades:

The US-Iran Asymmetric Standoff (1979–Present): Since the 1979 Islamic Revolution,
US-Iran relations have been defined by hostiles, proxy confrontation, and a
strict sanctions regime. The US designation of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC) as a Foreign Terrorist Organization and the 2020 assassination of
Qasem Soleimani established a precedent of targeted kinetic strikes. Following
the 2018 US withdrawal from the JCPOA (Iran Nuclear Deal), Washington’s
"Maximum Pressure" campaign clashed directly with Tehran’s "Maximum
Resistance" doctrine, pushing Iran to steadily advance its uranium enrichment.
The Israel-Iran "Shadow War" (Inter-State Brinkmanship): Long fought through
cyber warfare, maritime sabotage, and targeted covert assassinations of nuclear
scientists, this conflict erupted into direct kinetic exchanges in April and
October 2024. Tehran’s defensive doctrine utilizes regional proxies to surround
Israel, while Israeli strategic policy views a nuclear-capable Iran as an
existential threat, establishing a military doctrine prioritizing preemptive
neutralizations of hostile nuclear facilities.
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The Regional Hegemonic Rivalry (The Arab-Iranian Divide): The Persian
Gulf has long been polarized by a race for regional dominance between
the Sunni Arab Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states and Shiite-led
Iran. Despite brief diplomatic detente, Iran’s entrenchment across the
"Axis of Resistance" created persistent security anxieties for its
neighbors, leaving vital trade routes exposed to volatile disruptions.

October 2025: The Treaty Trigger. Following a definitive breakdown in
nuclear negotiations and verified verification blocks, European
signatories (E3) trigger the Dispute Resolution Mechanism under UNSC
which
automatically reinstates all pre-2015 UN sanctions and arms embargoes
on the Islamic Republic of Iran.
December 28, 2025: Civil Unrest. Mass economic protests, the largest since
1979, erupt across 40 Iranian cities as the rial collapses under the
weight of renewed multilateral sanctions. The IRGC imposes a "National
Intranet" blackout, severing communications, and a violent domestic
crackdown ensues.
January 15, 2026: Diplomatic Pressure. A coalition of 30 international
NGOs petitions the UN for an Emergency Special Session, citing evidence
of "systemic human rights violations and disproportionate state
violence against civilians during the economic protests."
February 28, 2026: Operation Epic Fury. In a coordinated and
unprecedented joint military operation, U.S. and Israeli stealth assets
target hardened underground nuclear facilities (including Natanz
and Fordow) and central command compounds. Iranian state media
confirms the assassination of Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.
Iran immediately executes its retaliatory strike doctrine, launching
extensive ballistic missile and drone strikes on U.S. forward operating
bases in Qatar and Kuwait.
March 2, 2026: Succession Crisis: As the IRGC declares martial law in
Tehran, rumors emerge of a violent power struggle within the Assembly
of Experts over a successor, leaving the nation’s nuclear command in a
state of "unclear authority" and generating widespread intelligence
panic regarding loose command-and-control protocols.

Resolution 2231, invoking the "Snapback" mechanism 

The Escalation Pathway (Pre-Freeze Window)

16



March 11, 2026: UNSC Deadlock. The UN Security Council fails to adopt a
ceasefire resolution. A double-veto by Russia and China prevents
action, as they cite Iran’s inherent right to self-defense under Article
51 of the UN Charter and condemn Western unilateral aggression.
March 20, 2026: Maritime Blockade. Iran officially announces the
closure of the Strait of Hormuz, deploying smart sea mines, asymmetric
fast- attack crafts, and anti-ship cruise missiles. Global oil prices
skyrocket to $160/barrel, and fertilizer exports to the Global South are
halted, instantly severing key global supply chains.
March 25, 2026: Global Ripple Effects. The FAO issues a "Red Alert,"
warning of an imminent global food crisis due to the blockade
disrupting critical agricultural shipping networks. Riots over energy
and food prices are reported in over a dozen developing countries.
April 1, 2026: Cyber Warfare. A massive "wiper" virus attributed to
regional proxy networks cripples the banking and financial systems of
Saudi Arabia, Israel, and the UAE. In retaliation, a sophisticated cyber-
strike disables Iran’s civilian power grid and water treatment facilities,
triggering severe domestic utility failures.
April 2, 2026: The Final Paralysis. A final diplomatic attempt at the
Security Council (Resolution 2817) to establish a "neutral maritime
corridor" under UN naval escort is vetoed by Russia. The UN Secretary-
General declares the Council "deadlocked and paralyzed."
April 4, 2026: Nuclear Blindness. The IAEA reports a total loss of
monitoring capability (camera feeds and environmental sensors) at all
Iranian sites. They warn that with data pipelines severed, the "breakout
time" for a nuclear device is now potentially a matter of days.
April 5, 2026: Uniting for Peace. Over 100 Member States, led by the UAE
and Jordan, officially invoke Resolution 377A (Uniting for Peace) on
the grounds that the UNSC has failed to fulfill its primary duty of
maintaining international peace. The President of the General Assembly
convenes the Emergency Special Session.
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CRISIS: HUMANITARIAN & MILITARY IMPLICATIONS
The Humanitarian Crisis: A "Triple Emergency"

 

 

The Military Landscape: Asymmetric & Non-Linear
Escalation

 With theSecurityCouncilparalyzed, the operational theater has transitioned
into a highly technical, non-linear war of attrition focused on strategic
denial.

Command Decapitation & Strategic Autonomy: The sudden elimination of
supreme leadership decentralizes kinetic authority, transferring command
from Tehran directly to forward-deployed regional proxy elements (the Axis
of Resistance). Delegates must research the legal and tactical challenge of
negotiating a state-level ceasefire when non-state armed groups possess
autonomous operational clearance.

Thekineticescalation has transformedadomestic crisisinto amulti-layered
regional catastrophe. Delegates must evaluate the situation through three
intersecting humanitarian crises, referencing the breakdown of International
Humanitarian Law (IHL) and the Geneva Conventions:

Internal Displacement & Casualties: The UNHCR and the Iranian Red Crescent
estimate over 3.2 million internally displaced persons (IDPs). The February 28
air campaigns targeting dual-use infrastructure in urban centers (Tehran,
Shiraz, Ahvaz) have caused massive civilian casualties. Delegates must research
how different nations legally define "proportionality" and "military
necessity" regarding infrastructure strikes under Additional Protocol I of
the Geneva Conventions.
The "Slow-Motion Famine": The maritime standstill in the Strait of Hormuz has
severed the transit of 30% of global ammonia-based fertilizers and key grain
shipments. The International Rescue Committee (IRC) warns that acute food
insecurity now threatens 300 million people globally, hitting import-
dependent economies across East Africa and South Asia hardest. Delegates
should investigate how their assigned countries plan to balance national
strategic reserves against international humanitarian food aid distribution.
Ecological & Public Health Collapse: Multi-point drone strikes on
commercial tankers have caused an unprecedented oil slick in the Persian
Gulf, directly threatening the littoral seawater desalination plants that
provide 90% of the municipal water supply for Qatar and the UAE. Inside Iran,
the destruction of chemical and industrial sectors has exposed civilian
populations to toxic industrial chemical (TIC) plumes. Delegates must address
the legalities of the weaponization or accidental destruction of critical

civilianinfrastructureandlife-support assets.
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To ensure delegates do not use generic "high school MUN" phrases, their research
should define and utilize these explicit technical operational terms:

Asymmetric Non-State Alignment: Moving away from the basic term "proxies" to
evaluate the exact degree of operational autonomy a faction possesses when
central state command goes dark.
Ex Injuria Jus Non Oritur: A core international law principle ("law does not arise
from injustice"). Delegates backing Iran will need this to argue that Resolution
2817 lacks legal force because it ignored the initial February 28th strikes on
Iranian territory.
Freedom of Navigation Operations (FONOPs): The specific naval maneuvers used to
challenge unlawful maritime blockades, contrasted against the strict sovereign
rights of littoral states under UNCLOS Article 38 (Transit Passage).

nti-Access/Area-Denial (A2/AD) in the Chokepoint: The restriction of the Strait of
Hormuz is being maintained through integrated Anti-Access/Area-Denial (A2/AD)
networks, utilizing low-signature smart sea mines, fast-attack craft (FAC) swarms,
and land-based anti-ship cruise missiles (ASCMs). Delegates representing naval
powers must evaluate the operational risks of freedom of navigation operations
(FONOPs) versus the legal precedents of enforcing an exclusion zone under the
UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).
Unmonitored Nuclear Breakout & Deterrence: The complete cessation of the IAEA’s
online verification data pipelines (Safeguards Agreements) has created total
nuclear opacity. The international community is forced to formulate policies
under the assumption that the host nation has crossed the Initial Operating
Capability (IOC) threshold for an asymmetric nuclear deterrent. Delegates must
analyze how this perceived nuclear umbrella alters the calculus of
conventional military intervention and diplomatic coercion.

Core Strategic Vocabulary for Delegate Dossiers
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The Strait of Hormuz: 
The Strait of Hormuz is a narrow waterway connecting the Persian Gulf to the Gulf of Oman
and the Arabian Sea. Approximately 15.8 million barrels of oil per day transit the Strait of
Hormuz, representing roughly 15–20% of global oil supply. In addition, the strait carries the
world’s largest volumes of liquefied natural gas, primarily from Qatar. 

Price escalation of oil:
A complete cessation of oil exports from the Gulf region amounts to removing close to 20
percent of global oil supplies from the market, about 80 percent of which is shipped to Asia.
Oil importers unable to access oil from the Persian Gulf have to turn to other oil suppliers,
putting upward pressure on oil prices worldwide. Parts of the world’s biggest LNG plant
have sustained missile damage which owner QatarEnergy warned will take up to five years
to repair.

GLOBAL & ECONOMIC IMPLICATIONS
The economic implications of the Iran conflict cannot be separated from its political and
security dimensions. All of the factors unleashed by the conflict will cascade through
global supply chains, raising consumer prices across the board. The burden of this crisis
falls most heavily not on the advanced economies that launched or supported the strikes,
but on the developing nations of the Global South, countries least responsible for the
conflict but most exposed to food price shocks, energy shortages, currency crises, and the
collapse of export markets. 

Following the outbreak of hostilities, Iran closed the Strait on 4 March 2026. In practice, a
soft closure can inflict much of the same damage as a declared blockade, shipowners
facing congestion, repeated identification demands, electronic interference, drone and
missile risks, and uncertain insurance conditions will stop sailing before any official
closure is announced.

. 
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Reserve depletion
 

 

Scale of dependence: 
Asia is the region most acutelyexposed to the Strait of Hormuz disruption. According to the
World Economic Forum, South Korea, Japan, China, and India together import about 75% of crude
oil exports and 59% of LNG exports passing through the Strait of Hormuz. Across a number of Asian
countries, officials closed schools, told workers to stay home, and asked people to adopt other
fuel-saving measures as they anticipated surging oil prices to push up the prices of nearly
everything from food to transport to electricity.

Helium, Semiconductors, Fertilisers and AI infrastructure:
 

The simultaneous disruption of oil exports, LNG flows, fertiliser supply chains, semiconductor
materials, and maritime insurance markets has cascaded into every corner of the world
economy. Delegates must understand that this is not merely a Middle Eastern crisis; it is a
structural rupture in the architecture of global commerce.

Governmentsresponded bydrawing on emergency reserves at unprecedented scale, but this
buffer is finite. Governments pledged to deploy a record 400 million barrels of oil from
emergency reserves in a move co-ordinated by the IEA, however, the US had only utilised about 79.7
million barrels of the 172 million it promised to release. The rapidly shrinking stockpiles mean that
the risk of even more extreme price spikes and shortages is getting ever closer, leaving
governments and industries with fewer options to cushion the impact. Gulf states and Iraq are
losingapproximately $1.1billionper day in oil revenue while the strait remains closed.

In2025,Qatarproduced about 63 millioncubic metres ofhelium,constituting a thirdof the
roughly 190 million cubic metres of helium produced globally. While other Gulf countries are
not chief producers of helium, they are critical to the global supply chain because exports from
Qatar and elsewhere depend on shipping lanes and chokepoints in their coastal waters, especially
the Strait of Hormuz. 
Qatar Energy suspended helium production following attacks on its LNG facilities. Curtailed LNG
production by Qatar, coupled with blocked shipping lanes in the Strait of Hormuz, disrupted up to
35% of global helium supply, negatively impacting the pivotal semiconductor chip manufacturing
industry.

The consequences ripple directly into the most strategic industries of the 21st century. As one
analyst at Moody’s put it plainly: “The AI economy runs on tokens, tokens run on GPUs, and GPUs
depend on Qatari helium, Israeli bromine, and LNG tankers with a single, 21-mile-wide exit from the
Persian Gulf.”

The medical implications are equally serious. Helium disruptions are threatening not only
semiconductor supply but medical uses such as MRI scans.
Fertiliser accounts for up to 25 percent of agricultural commodity production costs, and the
war is putting one third of global fertiliser trade at risk of disruption. The shipment of natural
gas has declined precipitously, which affects feedstock for nitrogenous-based fertilisers.
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Hezbollah - Lebanon:
 

REGIONAL DYNAMICS & PROXY ACTORS
The Axis of Resistance:

 Fordecades, Iranhaspursuedwhat security scholars call a doctrine of
“forward defence” which projects power beyond its borders through a
network of non-state armed groups rather than direct military
confrontation. Rather than involving itself directly in foreign
conflicts, Tehran has made extensive use of non-state actors to project
power across the region, deter adversaries, and extend its influence, with
the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) Quds Force playing a key
role in managing this support and coordinating the proxy network. 
This network, collectively called the “Axis of Resistance,” spans Lebanon,
Yemen, Iraq, Syria, and Gaza. The IRGC Quds Force, commanded by Brigadier
General Esmail Qaani, serves as coordinator, funder, trainer, and weapons
supplier for the entire network, with an estimated annual budget of $1–2
billion for proxy operations. Understanding this network is essential for
delegates, because when the United States and Israel launched strikes
against Iran on February 28, 2026, they struck a country whose retaliatory
options extend far beyond its own borders.

Hezbollah inLebanonisthe most capable proxy in Iran’s network, with an
estimated 150,000+ rockets and missiles, 30,000–50,000 trained fighters, and
precision-guided munition capability that can strike specific targets
throughout Israel. Following the US–Israeli strikes on Iran, Hezbollah
launched rocket attacks against Israel, spurring an Israeli military
response in Lebanon. This escalated into a full-scale 2026 Lebanon War, and
more than one-sixth of Lebanon’s population was displaced as Iran’s war
with the US prompted resumption of the Israel–Hezbollah conflict.
Hezbollah’s role is not merely military. It functions simultaneously as a
political party with seats in Lebanon’s parliament, a social services
provider, and a paramilitary force which makes it extremely difficult to
isolate or neutralise without destabilising the Lebanese state entirely.

22



The Houthis (Ansar Allah) - Yemen
 

INVOLVEMENT OF THE UN & THE UNGA ESS
Security Council Resolution 2817 (March 2026)

The Houthis havedemonstratedanti-ship missileand drone capabilities that
have disrupted Red Sea shipping, attacked Saudi infrastructure, and
threatened US naval assets in the region. However, by the freeze date, their
capacity had been significantly degraded. The Houthis’ severely degraded
military, financial, and human capacity had fundamentally altered their
strategic calculus; any significant action against US targets risked
accelerating the group’s organisational collapse rather than enhancing
its deterrent leverage. 
Critically, the Houthis had recently started assembling and manufacturing arms in Yemen, meaning they are now less dependent on
Iran to supply drones and missiles. 

Following the outbreak of high-intensity conflict in early 2026, the United
Nations Security Council (UNSC) moved to adopt S/RES/2817 on March 11, 2026.
Sponsored by a coalition of regional states and passing with a 13-0-2 vote
(with Russia and China abstaining), the resolution established the baseline
international legal framework for the crisis, explicitly demanding:

An immediate and unconditional cessation of hostilities by all state and
non-state actors.
The cessation of all activities hindering the safety of international
civil aviation and maritime navigation, particularly within the Strait of
underHormuz, affirming the principle of innocent passage 
international law.
The immediate restoration of access for international humanitarian
agencies to conflict-affected zones within Iran and neighboring
territories.
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The April 2nd Warning
 

Transition to the Emergency Special Session (ESS)
 

Failure of Enforcement and Institutional Deadlock
 

With theSecurityCouncilofficiallydeclaredparalyzed followingthe April
2nd deadlock, Member States invoked Resolution 377 A (V), the "Uniting for
Peace" mechanism.
This procedural shift transfers the responsibility of maintaining international security from the Council to the General Assembly.
Delegates must understand that while the UNGA cannot pass legally binding
enforcement mandates like the UNSC, Resolution 377A grants the Assembly the
authority to recommend collective measures. This includes the power to
recommend voluntary trade embargoes, diplomatic isolation, or the
establishment of an Assembly-mandated maritime protection force.

OnApril 2,2026, asthecrisis entered its second month, the UN Secretary-
General issued a high-level briefing to the General Assembly. Describing the
situation as a "hemorrhage of international law," the Secretary-General
warned that the persistent defiance of Resolution 2817 had pushed the global
security architecture to the brink of collapse. He noted that the dual blockade
and the targeting of energy infrastructure had created a global economic
shockwave, stating that the Security Council's paralysis necessitated an
immediate shift in institutional jurisdiction to prevent a systemic breakdown of
the UN Charter.

Despitethe legal weight ofResolution 2817,it faced an immediatecrisisof
enforcement. Because the resolution was passed without an explicit invocation
of Chapter VII of the UN Charter, its enforcement mechanisms remained legally
ambiguous.
Subsequent sessions intended to transition the mandate into an enforcement
framework—such as authorizing a Chapter VII peacekeeping observer mission or
a mandatory multilateral sanctions regime—were systematically met with a
series of P5 vetoes. Delegates must research how this structural stalemate
highlights the conflict between Chapter VI (Pacific Settlement of Disputes) and
Chapter VII (Action with Respect to Threats to the Peace) mandates, and how
their assigned country interprets the binding nature of non-Chapter VII
resolutions.
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Toolkit of the 
Resolution 377A

 

Current Diplomatic Climate
 

Assembly: Operative Options Under

Asthe Emergency SpecialSession convenes on April 7, 2026, the international
community is deeply polarized into distinct diplomatic blocs:

The Interventionist Coalition: Advocates for the immediate deployment of a UN
Emergency Force (UNEF) to clear sea lines of communication and secure the Strait
of Hormuz, utilizing the precedent of the 1956 Suez Crisis.
The Sovereignty Bloc: Argues that any unauthorized UN maritime deployment or
international corridor violates UN Charter Article 2(7) regarding domestic
jurisdiction and national sovereignty.

Whilethe General Assembly cannot issue legally binding mandates under Chapter VII,
the "Uniting for Peace" mechanism provides a vast menu of non-binding "collective
measures." Delegates must strategically deploy these tools within their draft
resolutions to bypass the Security Council's inaction:
A. Diplomatic & Institutional Measures

The Credentials Lever (The Representation Weapon): Under the UNGA Rules of
Procedure, the Assembly can vote to reject the credentials of a country's
diplomatic delegation or suspend their voting privileges in the plenary. Research
Precedent: Used against South Africa in 1974 during the Apartheid era.
Fact-Finding & Investigative Commissions: The Assembly can bypass the P5 veto to
establish an independent, international commission of inquiry into human rights
violations or the usage of unmonitored nuclear technologies, presenting findings
directly to the international press. Research Precedent: UNGA Res 1004 (ES- II)
following the Hungarian crisis.

B. Economic & Volumetric Measures
Voluntary Multilateral Sanctions: Because compulsory global sanctions are a
Chapter VII exclusive power, the UNGA can recommend voluntary, coordinated
state-level trade restrictions. This includes targeted asset freezes, technology
bans, or aviation shutdowns against a non-compliant state.
Strategic Trade & Supply Chain Alternative Corridors: The Assembly can organize
and
redistribute ammonia-based fertilizers and agricultural grains to developing
nations in the Global South worst hit by the Strait of Hormuz closure.

multilateral, voluntary humanitarian trade networks to subsidize 
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How does the April 6th escalation shift regional alliances, and what
parameters does it set for the General Assembly's intervention?
Can a highly decentralized military apparatus be deterred through
traditional state-level diplomacy?
What diplomatic off-ramps can the UNGA establish to prevent localized
warfare from expanding globally?
To what extent does kinetic targeting of neutral civilian hubs dictate a
protective mandate for non-belligerents?
How can the international community systematically manage cross-border
displacement while primary UN security organs remain gridlocked?

What maritime safety mechanisms can secure transit through the Strait of
Hormuz under UNCLOS?
How can the Assembly ensure a return to nuclear transparency once standard
monitoring infrastructure is destroyed?
What cooperative measures can halt the supply chains of non-state proxies
without blocking vital humanitarian relief?
What specific multilateral financial mechanisms can cushion developing
economies from systemic energy and food supply shocks?
What actions can the Assembly take to ensure the protection of innocent
nations when two or more nations are engaged in a war?
How can peace be established in the area in and around the Gulf?
As of April 6th, 2026, what actions can be taken to de-escalate the conflict?

C. Military & Security Measures
Establishment of a Peacekeeping Operation (PKOs): The UNGA can vote to create
and finance an emergency security force—such as a UN Maritime Escort or
Border Force—to police neutral zones, clear shipping corridors, or guard
UNGA-created
peacekeeping force requires the explicit consent of the host state (or at least
one of the littoral parties) to legally deploy into their territory. Research
Precedent: UNEF I during the 1956 Suez Crisis.
Recommendation for Collective Use of Armed Force: In extreme cases of an
unprovoked "act of aggression" or a breach of the peace, Resolution 377A
explicitly permits the General Assembly to recommend that Member States
provide military assistance to a state defending itself under Article 51
parameters. Research Precedent: Utilized during the 1950 Korean War.

borders. Crucial Limit: Unlike the Security Council, a 

QUESTIONS TO PONDER UPON
General Research Questions

Questions A Resolution Must Address (QARMAs)
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 Committee Preparedness
 

 

Academic Integrity & AI Policy
 

EXPECTATIONS FROM PARTICIPANTS
Research Rigor & Policy Alignment

 

Jurisdictional Frameworks & Institutional Precedents
 

Originality Requirement: Allwritten and spoken work submitted to the
committee must be entirely original.
AI Restrictions: The use of generative Artificial Intelligence (AI) for drafting
speeches, resolution clauses, position papers, or points of inquiry is strictly
prohibited. Violations of this policy will be met with immediate academic
consequences.

Can the General Assemblylegallymandate a naval escort or humanitarian
corridor without a Security Council directive, using the precedent of UNEF I?
Since the UNGA cannot enforce compulsory sanctions, how can member states
coordinate voluntary economic measures without violating international
trade laws?
How can your delegation structure operative clauses to secure a two-thirds
supermajority without compromising core national interests?
How does an Emergency Special Session legally reconcile host-state domestic
jurisdiction under Article 2(7) with recommendations for collective maritime
intervention?

Pre-ConferenceMastery: To ensure committee session time is maximized for high-
level debate, participants are expected to complete all country-specific research
and master the standard Rules of Procedure (RoP) before the opening plenary.
Position Papers: Delegates must submit their formatted position papers addressing
the core issues outlined in this guide prior to the conference deadlines.

Foreign Policy Authenticity:Participants must be thoroughly well-versed in
their assigned country's or portfolio's foreign policy. Research should heavily
extend beyond this study guide, utilizing official UN documents, state-level
press statements, and bilateral treaties.
Analytical Evaluation: Delegates will be evaluated on their analytical rigor,
strategic positioning, and original insights into international law rather
thanasimplerecitation of historical facts or baseline data.
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SOME ACCEPTED CREDIBLE SOURCES
 

Diplomatic Decorum & Engagement
 

BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOME READING MATERIALS
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/666446/files/A_RES_377(V)-EN.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/un-charter/chapter-6
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/un-charter/chapter-7
https://www.un.org/en/ga/about/rulesofprocedure/credentials.shtml
https://passblue.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/RES-2817-2026-E.pdf
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/monthly-forecast/2026-04/un-gcc-
cooperation.php
https://verfassungsblog.de/unsc-resolution-2817/ 

United Nations DigitalLibrary (OfficialResolutions and Voting Records)
UN News: Middle East (Official UN Press Releases and Briefings)
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) (Country Reports
on Iran)
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) (Verification and Nuclear
Monitoring Reports)
UN Security Council (UNSC) Subsidiary Organs (Sanctions Committee Reports)
The United Nations Charter (Specifically Chapter IV, V, and VII)
International Court of Justice (ICJ) (Case Law and Advisory Opinions)
Reuters and Associated Press (AP) (Verified News and Timelines)
Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) (Geopolitical Analysis and Policy Trackers)
International Crisis Group (Conflict Analysis and Resolution Reports)
Chatham House (International Affairs Research)
The Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) (Economic and Regional Stability Data)
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) (Arms Control and
Security Data)
Federation of American Scientists (FAS) (Nuclear and Strategic Security
Analysis)
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) (Legal Framework
Documents)

Professional Conduct: Strict diplomaticdecorum is required at all times.
Respectful, professional, and polite conduct must be maintained toward co-
delegates, the Executive Board, the logistics team and the conference staff.
Active Participation: Proactive engagement in both formal caucus sessions and
informal consultations is essential to facilitate the fruitful, nuanced, and
fierydebate expected at SMUN2026.
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https://www.csis.org/analysis/strait-hormuz-8-charts
https://www.eia.gov/international/content/analysis/special_topics/World_Oil_
Transit_Chokepoints/ https://www.maritime.dot.gov/msci/2026-004-persian-gulf-
strait-hormuz-and-gulf-oman-iranian-attacks-commercial-vessels
https://www.iims.org.uk/review-of-maritime-transport-2025-report-published-by-
unctad/ https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/666449/files/A_RES_1001(ES-I)-EN.pdf
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/666453/files/A_RES_1004(ES-II)-EN.pdf
https://www.icj-cij.org/public/files/case-related/53/053-19710621-ADV-01-00-EN.pdf
https://legal.un.org/repertoire/precedents/general_assembly.shtml
disarmament.unoda.org 2009-2017.state.gov cfr.org armscontrol.org
securitycouncilreport.org legal.un.gov un.gov 

**************************************************************
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	divided.
	It
	demonstrates
	how
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	can
	quickly
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